
Dive In 
Go around and let everyone answer... 

If Jesus came to our mee6ng tonight and we each got to ask him one ques6on, what 
would you ask him? 

Dig Deep  
Read Scripture: John 3: 1 - 21 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has 
come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with him.” 
3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.” 4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they 
cannot enter a second 6me into their mother’s womb to be born!” 5 Jesus answered, “Very 
truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the 
Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised 
at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its 
sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born 
of the Spirit.”  9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said 
Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we 
know, and we tes6fy to what we have seen, but s6ll you people do not accept our tes6mony. 12 I 
have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I 
speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from 
heaven—the Son of Man. 14 Just as Moses li_ed up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of 
Man must be li_ed up, 15 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.” 16 For God 
so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 
whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the 
name of God’s one and only Son. 19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but 
people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does evil 
hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. 21 But 
whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they 
have done has been done in the sight of God. 

• In v. 2, what was the actual ques6on in Nicodemus’ heart? Was he looking for what 
was prophesied in Isaiah 44:3 and Ezekiel 36:25? 

• Jesus o_en uses a physical process to illustrate a spiritual reality.  Discuss the spiritual 
meanings of “born of the Spirit” in v. 8, “li_ed up” in v.14, and “come into the light” in 
verses 20-21? 

• Discuss verses 10-12 – why is it hard for educated, powerful, respected leaders of this 
world to understand the Gospel?  Could the answer be verses 19 & 20? 

• Compare verses 19-21 with John 1:7-9, 8:12, and 9:5. 

Do Big 
• Think of a family member, friend or acquaintance who is confident and assured 

that this physical world Is all that exists.  What stories of miraculous signs and 
wonders can you share with them?  How else might you s6r their curiosity 
about the spiritual reali6es of the Kingdom of God? 

Read John 1 - 3 

Background: 
Nicodemus was a highly respected 
Jewish Pharisee and a prominent 
member of the Sanhedrin, the 
Jewish high council.  He seems 
intrigued by the signs Jesus 
performed and wants to find out 
privately who Jesus really is.  Jesus, 
rather than sta6ng his iden6ty as 
the Messiah, gives Nicodemus a 
challenge by talking about being 
born again and coming into the 
light. 

Key Thoughts 
To enter the Kingdom of God 
requires a spiritual birth.  To be 
born of the Spirit requires faith in 
Jesus, the Son of God, who 
sacrificed his earthly life to give all 
humans an opportunity for eternal 
life in the Kingdom of God.  God 
did all this because of his love for 
us all. 

Challenge 
Spend some 6me examining your 
heart then journal what you 
believe about the existence of the 
unseen spiritual world behind the 
reali6es of this earthly existence. 

Weekly Memory Verse 
6If we claim to have fellowship 
with him and yet walk in the 
darkness, we lie and do not live 
out the truth.  7But if we walk in 
the light, as he is in the light, we 
have fellowship with one another, 
and the blood of Jesus his Son, 
purifies us from all sin. 
                        1 John 1: 6 - 7
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